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About Us

When we sit down with a family, we have
just one goal: to create a fitting, memorable
and affordable service for their loved one.
Together, we explore the wide variety of
services and products available, as well as a
wealth of creative ideas and suggestions.

Third generation family owned business that has been established
in the community for over 60 years.
We are here for families seven days a week, more than just a florist;
we carry a wide spectrum of bereavement pieces.
Our designers are Certified Floral Designers who stay educated
on the latest trends and cultural traditions.

Call us today to discuss your needs...

9313 N. Dort Hwy. Mount Morris MI 48458

(810)686-4950
www.junesfloralcompany.com
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Together, we’ll design a memorial or funeral
service that suits their needs now, and in the
future. Families who come to us know that
years from now, they will have deep peaceof-mind because in coming to us, they’ve
done their best to honor their loved one.
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Our History

Our Valued Staff

Martin Funeral, Cremation & Tribute Services was
founded by Miles B. and Mildred C. Martin in 1929
in Mt. Morris. Over the past 80 years, the Martin
Family has had a strong commitment to funeral
service owning and operating funeral homes in
Clio, Flint, Burton, North Branch, Fairgrove, Vassar,
and Grand Blanc, Michigan. During that time,
Miles and Mildred’s children and grandchildren
have continued the traditions of dedication
to the communities we serve and diligence to
continuing education and improvement. Since our
first location was established in 1929, the Martin
Family has amassed over 400 years of experience
in funeral service.

We have years of experience caring for families,
from all walks of life. Each family comes to
us because they know we are leaders in our
profession, dedicated to excellence in service, and
have the highest integrity.

Mt. Morris Current Location 1934

A. Miles Martin
President and Owner, Life
Tribute Director, LFD, CFSP,
CMFP, CPC, MAPP

Adam was educated locally at St.
Mary’s Elementary School in Mt.
Morris and Luke M. Powers Catholic High School
in Flint. Upon graduating from high school he
went on to attend the University of Nevada in Las
Vegas studying management. Upon returning to
Michigan, he attended Mott Community College
in Flint and would go on to study Mortuary Science
at Wayne State University in Detroit, graduating in
the fall of 2003 and receiving his License to Practice
Mortuary Science shortly thereafter.
As the president of Martin Funeral, Cremation
& Tribute Services, Adam is responsible for
overseeing the direction and operations of the
funeral homes.

Mt. Morris

1929

Jennifer R. Merritt-Martin
Owner, Human Resources
Manager

Jennifer was raised in the Montrose
and Chesaning areas and is a
graduate of Chesaning High
School, Class of 1993. After high school, she would
attend the University of Michigan - Flint, studying
social work.
Her career path would lead her to the restaurant
industry where she would work as the general
manager of the Bob Evans Restaurant in Birch Run.
In 2006, Jennifer joined the Martin Funeral,
Cremation & Tribute Services staff and currently
serves as the manager of the Human Resources
and Payroll departments, overseeing hiring and
training.
Jennifer is a member of the Kiwanis Club of Mt.
Morris, serving on their Board of Directors,
volunteering in their Terrific Kids Program and
she is a member of St. Mary Catholic Church of
Mt. Morris, serving on the school’s Education
Commission. She is actively involved in nearly
every activity the funeral home is a part of.

Currently, Adam serves his community in many
capacities. Locally he is a member of the Grand
Blanc Rotary Club, the Oaks at Woodfield of Grand
Blanc Advisory Board, the chairperson of the
Kiwanis/City of Mt. Morris Memorial Day Parade,
the Knights of Columbus Holy Family Council
#4285, the Leon J. Satkowiak, 4th Degree Assembly
#0524, the chairperson of the Bean Festival Parade
in Fairgrove and is an active member of St. Mary
Catholic Church of Mt. Morris. Nationally, Adam
was recently elected Secretary/Treasurer of the
International Order of the Golden Rule (a group of
independently owned funeral homes) after serving
on their Board of Directors since 2013, the Golden
Rule Foundation Board of Directors and Funeral
Technology Partners Board of Directors.

Page 4

Page 5

In Memorium
Miles T. “Tom” Martin
Past-President, Life Tribute Director,
LFD, CFSP

M. Kelly Martin
President of Blackburn
Chapel, Life Tribute Director

Miles was a lifelong resident of Mt. Morris, educated
at St. Mary School in Mt. Morris, graduating from
St. Mary High School with the Class of 1963. After
graduation, Miles joined the United States Army
serving in the 199th Lt. Infantry Brigade at Bien
Hoa, South Vietnam. Upon his return to civilian life,
Miles would attend Flint Junior College and go on
to graduate from Wayne State University’s College
of Mortuary Science in 1971 and receive his License
to Practice Mortuary Science later that year.
As the past president of Martin Funeral, Cremation
Center, Miles was responsible for mentoring the
current staff and ensuring the continuation of
unsurpassed service and quality.
Having served in numerous capacities, Miles had
been active with the Mt. Morris Jaycees, Mt. Morris
Chamber of Commerce, Mt. Morris Kiwanis Club,
Education Foundation for Mt. Morris Schools,
Genesee County Funeral Directors Association,
Michigan Funeral Directors Association, and the
International Order of the Golden Rule Board of
Directors.
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M. Kelly was born and raised in
Flint, Michigan. After high school,
he enlisted in the United States
Navy, serving from 1973 to 1978. He would go on
to attend Mott Community College, graduating
in 1992, and attained in Bachelor’s in Business
Administration from the University of Michigan in
1997. From there, M. Kelly would go on to study
Mortuary Science at Wayne State University in
Detroit, graduating in 1998 and he received his
License to Practice Mortuary Science shortly
thereafter.
M. Kelly is the President and owner of the Martin
Funeral Home - Blackburn Chapel in North Branch,
Michigan where he worked with his father, Patrick J.
Martin, until his death in 1998.
He currently serves his community as North Branch
Village President, DDA Chair, and the Village
Planning Commission the Township Planning
Commission. M. Kelly is the past president of the
Thumb Area Funeral Directors Association and
past commander, and currently a member, of the
American Legion Post #457. He resides in North
Branch with his wife, Susan.
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Planning Ahead
Plan for the inevitable…

Or, you can protect you and your family from
inflation, by pre-funding your plan. This ensures
your expenses will be covered when you need
them to be.

Why should I plan ahead?

When you choose to pre-fund your final
arrangements, your money is put in a stateapproved trust account or top-rated insurance
company until required. After your pre-plan is
paid for in full, our price is guaranteed. You will
never have to pay more for the items you have
already paid for.

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural
part of life, because it provides you with time to
make end-of-life decisions in a calm and rational
atmosphere. Start the online planning process now,
or meet with one of our pre-planning advisors. It
just makes sense.
Pre-planning is a matter of taking the time to think
about - and record - your end-of-life desires. It’s a
thoughtful gesture to those you love, and a way
to let go of anxieties about the future. Once done,
you can relax, knowing your plans are in the hands
of reliable friends or family.

It’s all about taking control

Given time to consider it, you’ll quickly realize that
pre-planning is all about ensuring that your wishes
are known, so they can be acted upon when the
time comes. Making the commitment to planning
ahead:
•

Is easy. There’s no health questionnaire or
physical exam required. Absolutely everyone
can make a pre-plan, and there is no waiting
for return documents. The plan is completed,
and put on file in our office.

•

Lets your family clearly know your wishes.

•

Relieves your family members of making very
personal decisions on your behalf at the time
of need.

•

Can protect your family from the ravages of
inflation. Your expenses can be covered when
you need them to be, through a pre-payment
plan.

Does pre-planning require prepayment?

The simple answer is no. You can set plan to paper
by simply recording your wishes, and leave it for
your family to pay for your desired services at the
time of your passing.

Another point we’d like to stress: When you preplan with Martin Funeral Homes, your plan will
go where you go. No matter where you reside at
the time of your passing, no matter what funeral
home you choose to work with, your plan will be
transferable to any funeral home in the United
States.

Why pre-plan with a Martin funeral
home?

By pre-planning with us, you’re assured that your
final wishes are known. This relieves your family
of the burden of making difficult decisions, under
emotional duress. Through pre-funding your plan,
expenses will be covered when you need them to
be. That’s guaranteed.

There are many different ways to begin the
planning ahead conversation. You know your
family and how your loved ones might best
respond to the topic. For some families, it might
be a casual conversation over dinner or another
family gathering. For other families, a formal
meeting might be better suited. Regardless of
your approach, the conversation is much easier to
have when death is not imminent. Bringing up the
subject with loved ones earlier in life when they
are younger, and most likely healthier, makes the
topic easier to discuss and keeps the focus on the
celebration of life rather than an impending loss.
Here are some tips that may help you start the
advance planning conversation with your loved
ones:
•

Set a time to have the conversation. Schedule
it as an appointment with your loved ones,
whether you want to share your plans with
them or ask them to make their plans to share
with you.

•

Tell your parent or loved one that you want
to ensure their final arrangements are done
according to their wishes, and you need their
help to make that happen.

•

Ease into the conversation. Questions such
as “Have you ever thought about where you
would like to be buried?” or “What type of
funeral would you like to have?” may open the
discussion to more details about your loved
one’s wishes.

•

Take advantage of funeral-related opportunities.
Attending the funeral of a friend, family member
or colleague or watching a movie or television
show with funeral scenes may naturally prompt
the discussion with your own loved ones. Talk
about what you liked or didn’t like about the
services you saw or attended.

•

Tell your children or loved ones that because
you care for them so much, you don’t want
to burden them with difficult decisions when
you’re gone. Tell them you’ve made your own
final arrangements, and give them a written
record of what they are.

Our plans offer a variety of payment options to fit
most everyone. Choose the payment option that’s
right for you.

How to pre-plan your funeral

Pre-planning your funeral will make certain that
your choices are respected and carried out,
without leaving your family to wonder what your
wishes might have been.
You also have the option of paying for your funeral
in advance. This locks in the cost of the funeral at
today’s prices.
But when you’re ready to make a real plan, send us
an email and we will have one of our preplanning
counsellors call you to set up an appointment.
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•

Make your funeral and cemetery plans with
us and then wrap a copy of your contract and
wishes in a gift box, and present it to your
children.

•

Make it a family affair. Schedule an appointment
with your chosen funeral home or cemetery
provider and invite your children along to
participate in the selection of services, funeral
merchandise and cemetery property.

Whether you’re sharing plans for your own final
arrangements with loved ones, or encouraging
loved ones to make and share their plans with
you, the conversation about planning ahead is an
important one that every family should have. While
no one wants to think about their death or the
death of a loved one any sooner than they must,
having the conversation in advance alleviates the
need for potentially more unpleasant or difficult
conversations in the future.

Funeral arrangements

Whether you’re planning for yourself or for a loved
one, the funeral service is one of the most important
elements of a person’s final arrangements. With the
opportunity for great personalization, the funeral
service can truly reflect the uniqueness of the life
it honors.
Regardless of whether you or your loved one have
opted for burial or for cremation, the funeral or
memorial service fills an important role. It can:
•

Honor, recognize and celebrate the life of the
deceased;

•

Allow friends and family to say their last goodbyes;

•

Provide closure after the loss of a loved one;

•

Allow friends to console the family of the loved
one.
So what is a funeral? In general terms, a funeral is
a gathering of family and friends after the death
of a loved one that allows them the opportunity
to mourn, support each other and pay tribute to
the life of the deceased. It often consists of one or
more of the following components:
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Burial Plans

When considering final arrangements for yourself
or a loved one, one of the first decisions you might
make is whether you prefer burial or cremation.
This decision often influences other important
considerations, such as elements of the funeral
service and type of cemetery property.

Funeral Service

A formal or informal ceremony or ritual prior to
burial, a funeral service often provides a sense
of closure to family and friends. Although your
faith or culture may dictate some elements of a
funeral service, you may want to personalize other
elements of the service. At a funeral service, a
casket or urn is present, though you may choose
to have the casket open or closed.

Visitation, Wake or Viewing

Held the night before or immediately prior to
the funeral service, the visitation - also called a
wake or a viewing - provides a way for friends
and acquaintances to pay respects and offer
condolences to your family. As with the funeral
service, you may want to decide if you want an
open or closed casket should one be present.

Memorial or Tribute Service

At a memorial or tribute service, a casket or urn
is usually present. Otherwise similar to a funeral
or visitation, a memorial service gives family and
friends a time to come together in your memory
and celebrate your life.

Graveside Service

As its name implies, a graveside service may
be held at the grave site just prior to burial of a
casket or urn, and usually consists of final remarks,
prayers or memories. The service may occur after
or in place of a funeral service.
There’s no one, right way to plan a funeral service,
we believe that each funeral should be as unique
and memorable as the life it honors.
When planning your own funeral service in advance,
think about the way you want to be remembered.
Perhaps you’d like a traditional funeral aligned
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with certain religious or ethnic customs. Or, a
celebration focusing on great memories made
with family and friends may be your preference.
Maybe it’s a combination of both. You can have
one service, or several, to honor your life.
Regardless of the service or services you choose to
include in your funeral plan, you can personalize
them in almost any way imaginable. For example,
just consider the following questions:
•

Where should the funeral be held? At your
place of worship? At the funeral home?

•

Who should officiate the service?

•

Will your service adhere to the traditions of
your faith or culture?

•

Do you want a eulogy, and who should deliver
it?

•

Would you like an open or closed casket?

•

What music should be played?

•

What readings would you like to have read?

•

Is there a special poem you’d like shared with
the guests?

•

Are there any special photographs or other
memorabilia you would like displayed?

•

Should the décor reflect a particular hobby or
interest of yours, such as fishing, gardening or
music?

•

Is there a particular emblem or engraving you
want on your headstone or marker?

•

Should there be refreshments served or a more
elaborate party held after the service?

Cemetery Property

In addition to funeral services and the choice
of burial or cremation, cemetery property, or
“interment rights,” is another consideration when
you’re making final arrangements, either for
yourself in advance, or for a loved one.

A common misconception that people often have
when they purchase the right of interment in a
cemetery is that they have purchased the land
itself, when in fact what they have really purchased
is the right to be interred (also referred to as
buried, entombed, enniched or placed) on or in
that particular piece of property.

Cremation FAQ’s

Cremation Services

Is a casket needed for Cremation?

Cremation is an alternative to the burial process and
it is chosen by many people because of religious
beliefs, the desire to preserve the environment or it
was requested by the person who died. Cremation
is also a less expensive option in comparison to a
burial. The remains are placed in a container that
is combustible and placed in a special furnace
called a cremation chamber or a crematory where
through intense heat is reduced to bone fragments
that are then crushed and pulverized to resemble
course sand. The cremated remains of an average
adult body will weigh about 5lbs. Cremation is not
an alternative to a funeral, but rather an alternative
to burial or other forms of disposition.
Cremated remains can be scattered or buried, or
they may be kept with the family in a decorative
urn. There are many new and different ways to
dispose of ashes today, cremated remains can be
placed in an artificial coral reef in the ocean, they
can be launched into space or sent up in helium
balloons, or they can be spun into glass pieces
of art or diamonds. Some religions welcome
cremation while others forbid it. The Catholic
Church had banned cremation up until 1963, and
burial remains the preferred form of disposition
today. In other Christian denominations cremation
was historically discouraged but nowadays it is
more widely accepted.
In eastern religions such as Hinduism, Jainism,
Sikhism and Buddhism cremation is mandated,
while in Islam it is strictly forbidden. Orthodox
Jews also forbid cremation; other sects of Judaism
support cremation, but burial remains the preferred
option.
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What is Cremation?

Cremation is the process of reducing the human
body to bone fragments using high heat and
flame. Cremation is not the final disposition of the
remains, nor is it a type of funeral service.
No, a casket is not required, however state
regulations require the body to be in a container
for cremation. This may be constructed of wood
or cardboard or a combination of the two. You
may also use a casket that has been designed for
cremation or burial if you wish. The difference is
that a container normally will not have any lining
inside where a casket designed for cremation will
have a pillow, a bed and other lining inside.

Is embalming required prior to
cremation?

No. In fact it is against the law for a funeral home
to tell you otherwise.

Can the body be viewed without
embalming?

Yes, most funeral homes allow immediate family
members to briefly view the deceased prior to
cremation.

Can the family witness the cremation?

Yes they can; some cremation providers will allow
family members to be present when the body is
placed in the cremation chamber. Some religious
groups even include this as part of their funeral
custom.

Can an urn be brought into church?

Nearly all Protestant Churches allow for the urn
to be present during the memorial service. Most
Catholic Churches also allow the remains to be
present during the Memorial Mass. It is encouraged
that cremated remains be a part of a funeral as it
provides a focal point for the service.
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When Death Occurs
No matter if a death is sudden, or if it something
that was a long time coming, the loss of a loved
one makes us feel emotional and overwhelmed.
No amount of preparation can fully prepare you
for the loss of a loved one. When you are in a
heightened emotional state, even the most basic
decisions can seem staggering. The following is a
rough guideline of what needs to be done within
the first 24 hours after death.

When death occurs at home or a place
of business

If the person was not under hospice care, the
police will have to be notified immediately. The
police will be dispatched to the home and place
the call to the coroner/medical examiner. From
there the coroner/medical examiner will take the
body and determine whether further action is
necessary. The coroner/medical examiner must
release the body before a funeral home can do
anything. If the person was under hospice care,
contact the hospice representative if they were not
present and they will notify family members what
the proper procedures are to follow.

When a death occurs at a hospital/
nursing home/hospice facility

The staff of a care facility such as a hospital or a
nursing home will notify you and the necessary
authorities immediately after a death has occurred.
If a funeral home has been provided to the hospital
or nursing home, they will be notified at the time
of death. If you are present at the hospital when
the funeral director arrives, they will ask a few
questions about the deceased wishes and set up
a time to come into the funeral home to make
arrangements, however, if you are not present a
funeral director will contact you by telephone to
discuss these arrangements.

Informing a Funeral Director

Once everything has been cleared with the proper
authorities, the next call you place should be to a
licensed funeral director. Funeral directors are here
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to help you obtain a death certificate, transport
the body, and in the event pre-planning was not
done, select a casket/urn and arrange the funeral/
memorial service. The funeral director will also help
you notify the employer and insurance company
of the deceased to assist with those arrangements.
Funeral directors are here to help and advise you
and will work very hard to relieve the stress and
logistics involved in funeral planning.

Meeting a Funeral Director

You should meet with a funeral director within
24 hours of a death to begin to make final
arrangements for your loved one. Deciding
on these final arrangements may seem like a
very daunting task, especially when you are in
heightened emotional state, but, funeral home
staff have years of experience dealing with these
issues, and strive to ensure everything goes as
smoothly as possible.

Making Arrangements

First the Funeral Director will gather information
required for the death certificate. This includes:
•

Full Name and Address

•

Marital Status

•

Race/Ethnicity

•

Date and City of Birth

•

Highest Level of Education

•

Father’s Name, Mother’s Name (including
maiden name)

•

Name of Spouse (if married or widowed)

•

Occupation and Employer

•

Social Security Number

The funeral director will also need pertinent
documents required to do all the legal paperwork,
those documents include:
•

Beneficiary Designations

•

Life Insurance Policies

•

Social Security Number
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relatives who will need time off )

•

Birth Certificate

•

Marriage License

•

Insurance agents (life, health and accident)

•

Last Will

•

Religious, fraternal, civic and veterans
organizations and unions, if applicable

•

Lawyer and accountant

If no pre-planning has been done, necessary
arrangements need to be made for the funeral
service. These include:
•

Scheduling the location, date and time of the
visitation and funeral service

•

Selecting burial or cremation

•

Choosing Funeral Products

•

Arranging a cemetery plot

•

Preparing an obituary notice

•

Scheduling transportation arrangements

Secure the vital statistics of deceased:
• Full legal name - other names must be identified
by “Also known as” (AKA)
•

Home address and telephone number

•

Name of business or employer’s name, address
and telephone number

•

Industry and occupation

•

Military service serial number

•

Date and place of birth

A funeral director will guide you through all these
steps, using your wants, needs and desires as a
foundation to create a memorable funeral for
your loved one. From here the funeral services
can be personalized. Did your loved one have a
favorite sports team? What was their favorite type
of music? What activity was your loved one known
best for? Recalling fond memories assists with the
grieving process and will help honor the life of
your loved one.

•

Citizenship

•

Father’s name

•

Mother’s name and maiden name

•

Locate the will

What To Do First
- A Checklist

•

Whether your loved one is to be buried,
cremated or entombed

•

The funeral director will ask if you have made
any arrangements with a cemetery. If you
have not done this, you will need to visit the
cemetery.

•

Service details - would you like a visitation
period, formal service, a reception?

•

Whether a member of the clergy will be
engaged for the service

•

Pallbearers, music, pictures, flowers, scripture
or other readings

•

Casket selection

•

If you would like a charity to receive donations
in lieu of flowers

When a death occurs there are so many things to
consider and decisions to make. These lists can
help you navigate through them.
Notify these people as soon as possible:
• The funeral home to arrange for the transfer
of the deceased (usually this can be done
within 1-2 hours although it may take longer
to obtain a release from the hospital) and set
an appointment with you to make further
arrangements
•

Relatives, executor/executrix and friends

•

Employers (the employer of the deceased and

Decide within a few hours:
• Whether you would prefer cremation or casket
burial or entombment (if you haven’t already
decided)

If Cremation:
•

Would you like to use our chapel for a short
service prior to the cremation?

•

What type of urn would you prefer (Metal,
Wood, Marble, Ceramic, etc.)?

•

What type of final resting place you would
prefer for your loved one (choice of burial,
above ground niches or scattering of cremated
remains)?

•

Would you like other members of the family
to be with your loved one in the future? This
determines the size of the resting place.

Decisions to be made regarding burial of urn:
• What type of memorial do you prefer (bronze
or granite marker set flush with the ground or
an upright memorial)?
•

Meet with Funeral Home

Decide within a few hours:
• Clothing that the deceased will be buried or
cremated in
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Would you like to protect your loved one’s urn
with a concrete vault?

Decisions to be made regarding above ground
niches:
• Would you like the niche to be inside a building
or outside?
•

What type of material would you like the niche
to be constructed from? Granite or Bronze
are choices for outdoor niches and Marble or
Glass are choices for indoor.

Decisions to be made regarding scattering:
• Would you like to be present for the scattering?
•

Would you like a memorial to be placed in the
area?
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If Casket Burial:
•

Would you like other members of the family
to be with your loved one in the future? This
determines the size of the lot.

How do I write a
Eulogy?

•

What type of memorial do you prefer (a
marker set flush with the ground or an upright
memorial)?

•

Would you like to protect your loved one’s
casket with a concrete vault

Giving a meaningful, moving eulogy can be
a nerve-wracking situation for even the most
accomplished public speaker, but it need not be.
How can you summarize somebody’s life in a few
short minutes, while being both somber and funny
at the same time? Writing and delivering a eulogy
is a therapeutic tool to help deal with your grief,
and being chosen to give a eulogy is an honor
and should be treated that way. Here are some
tips for writing and delivering an eloquent and
memorable eulogy.

If Casket Entombment:
•

Would you like other members of the family
to be with your loved one in the future? This
determines the size of the crypt.

•

What type of memorial package would you
prefer (choice of flower vase and memorial
light)?

Collect Documents

(Required to establish rights for insurance,
pensions, survivor benefits, ownership, etc.)
• Will
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•

Legal proof of age or birth certificate

•

Social Security Number

•

Marriage license

•

Citizenship papers

•

Insurance policies

•

Bank books

•

Deeds

•

Car ownership papers

•

Income tax returns, receipts or canceled
cheques

•

Military discharge papers

Gather information. Talk with family members,
close friends and co-workers to get important
information on the deceased. Some important
information to include in the eulogy is the
persons family and other close relationships, their
education/career, hobbies or special interests,
places the person lived or travelled too, and any
special accomplishments they had.
Organize your thoughts. Jot down your ideas
by whatever means are most comfortable and
familiar to you. Create an outline of your speech,
and fill in the information that you gathered about
the person.
Write it down. This is not a toast at a wedding
where you can make off the cuff remarks, and
you should not adlib a eulogy. Writing it all down
allows you to include and remember every detail
you wanted in your eulogy.
When you bring a copy your eulogy to the
podium make sure it is easy to read, print it out
in a large font, or if it hand-written leave a few
spaces between the lines. Keep in mind your time
constraints, it’s best to keep things on the short
side, especially if there are other speakers.
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Review and Revise. Your first draft will not be the
last. When you think you are done, sleep on it
and look it over in the morning when it is fresh
again, that will be the time to make any necessary
revisions.
Practice, Practice, Practice. Read over your eulogy
several times in order to become familiar with
it. Practice in front of a mirror, read it over to
some friends or family and have them give you
feedback. Become familiar with your speech so
you can recite it without making it look like you’re
reading from a script. The more you practice the
more comfortable you will be.
Make them laugh, but be respectful. A funeral
is not a roast, however there is room for humor
in your eulogy. Fondly remember a story about
the person that everyone can relate too. Keep it
appropriate, there will be children and the elderly
there that may not share the same sense of humor.
Laughter is truly the best medicine, and some well
placed humor will help people cope, and will bring
back fond memories of the deceased.
Don’t be afraid to show emotion. Funerals are
an extremely emotional event, nobody expects
you not to shed a few tears. However, if you feel
that you will be too strongly overcome by your
emotions, have a back-up plan in place where
someone you trust can deliver the eulogy for you.
Give them a copy well in advance if you feel this
could be an issue.
Have a glass of water as well as tissues handy.

How do I write an
Obituary Notice?
Writing an obituary is a difficult and emotional
task. First, you will need to gather information
from family and friends of the deceased about
their childhood, education, career and hobbies
and interests. As well, speak to the funeral home
to receive any important information on the date,
time and location of any funeral service, or other
funeral related events.

Using the template will help make the process
easier and will ensure you write a properly
structured obituary.
Instructions: Replace all items in CAPITALS below
with the appropriate information.
[GIVEN NAME] [MIDDLE NAME (AND NICKNAME)]
[SURNAME NAME], [AGE], of [CITY], [STATE],
passed away on [DATE OF DEATH] in [LOCATION
OF DEATH].
Funeral service will be held at [LOCATION] on [DATE]
at [TIME] with Reverend [NAME] of [CHURCH]
officiating. Burial will follow at [CEMETERY NAME],
[CEMETERY LOCATION]. Visitation will be held
at [LOCATION] on [DATE] at [TIME]. [NAME OF
FUNERAL HOME] will be handling the funeral
arrangements.
[NAME] was born in [LOCATION OF BIRTH] to
[PARENT’S NAMES] on [DATE OF BIRTH]. He/
she went to high school at [SCHOOL NAME]
and graduated in [YEAR]. He/she went on to
earn a degree/certificate in [DEGREE TYPE] from
[SCHOOL NAME]. He/she worked as a [JOB
TYPE] for [COMPANY] for [NUMBER OF YEARS].
He/she enjoyed [ACTIVITIES/HOBBIES]. He/she
received [AWARDS/HONORS]and was involved in
[CHARITIES/ORGANIZATIONS].
[NAME] is survived by his/her [RELATION], [NAME]
of [CITY]. (List all survivors: spouse children,
siblings, parents, grandchildren, nieces and
nephews). He/she is preceded in death by his/her
[RELATION], [NAME]. (List predeceased: spouse,
parents, children and siblings.)
Memorial donations may be made to
[ORGANIZATION NAME], [MAILING ADDRESS].
The family wishes to extend their gratitude to
[ORGANIZATION/NAME] [FINAL WORDS].
Remember most newspapers charge by the word,
this template is good for getting all the information
necessary in as few words as possible. However,
this template is not written in stone. You can make
any adjustments you feel necessary.
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Funeral Etiquette
The accepted customs of dress and behavior in
a funeral have changed over time, but courtesy
never goes out of style. Here’s what we’d like you
to know about funeral etiquette.

Here are a few things expected of you:

Offer an expression of sympathy.
Sometimes we are at a loss for words when
encountering something as final as death. Simply
saying “I’m sorry for your loss” is usually enough.
Be respectful and listen attentively when spoken
to, and offer your own words of condolence.
Find out the dress code.
These days almost anything goes, but only when
you know it’s the right thing. In fact, sometimes the
deceased has specified the dress code; ‘no black’
is a common request. If you can’t learn the wishes
of the family, then dress conservatively, and avoid
bright colors.
Give a gift.
It doesn’t matter if it is flowers, a donation to a
charity or a commitment of service to the family
at a later date; as always, “it’s the thought that
counts.” Always make sure to provide the family
with a signed card, so they know what gift was
given, and by whom.
Sign the register book.
Include not only your name, but your relationship
to the deceased: co-worker, gym buddy, or casual
acquaintance from the golf club. This helps family
place who you are in future.
Keep in touch.
It’s sometimes awkward for you to do so, but
for most people the grieving doesn’t end with a
funeral.

But, what shouldn’t you do?
Don’t feel that you have to stay.
If you make a visit during calling hours there’s no
reason your stay has to be a lengthy one.
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Burial Services

What can be done with the cremated
remains?

While laws vary state by state, for the most part
remains can be buried in a cemetery lot or a
cremation garden, interred in a columbarium, kept
at home or scattered.

How can I be sure I receive the correct
remains?

All reputable cremation providers have developed
rigorous sets of operating policies and procedures
in order to maximize the level of service and
minimize the potential for human error. Since it is
illegal to perform more than one cremation at a
time, and the vast majority of crematories can only
cremate one body at a time, it is next to impossible
to receive the incorrect remains.

How long does the actual cremation
take?

It all depends on the weight of the individual. For
an average sized adult, cremation can take two to
three hours at a normal operating temperature of
between 1,000 and 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit.

What do the cremated remains look
like?

Cremated remains resemble coarse sand and are
whitish to light grey in color. The remains of an
average sized adult usually weigh about 5lbs.

Are all the cremated remains
returned?

With the exception of minute and microscopic
particles, which are impossible to remove from the
cremation chamber and processing machine, all of
the cremated remains are given back to the family.

Do I need an urn?

An urn is not required by law. However, one may
be desired if there is to be a memorial service or
if the remains are to be interred in a cemetery. If
an urn is not provided by the family, the cremated
remains will be returned in a temporary container.
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Traditionally, a burial service involves a visitation,
followed by a funeral service in a church, or other
place of worship. The casket is typically present
at both these events, and it is your decision on
whether to have the casket open or not. You have
the option of having the remains interred (earth
burial), or it may be entombed in a crypt inside
a mausoleum (above ground burial). Family or
religious traditions are often a factor for choosing
burial. Decisions need to be made on whether the
body needs to be embalmed, what kind of casket
to use, what cemetery to use and what to put on
the gravestone.

Cemetery Types

Monumental
cemetery:
A
monumental
cemetery is the traditional style of cemetery
where headstones or other monuments made of
marble or granite rise vertically above the ground.
There are countless different types of designs for
headstones, ranging from very simple to large and
complex.
Lawn cemetery: A lawn cemetery is where each
grave is marked with a small commemorative
plaque that is placed horizontally at the head of the
grave at ground-level. Families can still be involved
in the design and the information contained on
the plaque, however in most cases the plaques are
a standard design.
Mausoleum: A mausoleum is an external freestanding building constructed as a monument
enclosing the interment space or burial chamber
of a deceased person/people. A mausoleum may
be considered a type of tomb or the tomb may be
considered to be within the mausoleum. The most
famous mausoleum is the Taj Mahal in India.
Columbarium: Columbarium walls are generally
reserved for cremated remains. While cremated
remains can be kept at home by families or
scattered somewhere significant to the deceased,
a columbarium provides friends and family a place
to come to mourn and visit. Columbarium walls do
not take up a lot of space and it is an alternative
to a burial plot.
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Natural cemeteries: Natural cemeteries, also
known as eco-cemeteries or green cemeteries is a
new style of cemetery set aside for natural burials.
Natural burials are motivated by the desire to
be environmentally conscience, although burials
can be performed at any type of cemetery, they
are usually done in a natural woodland area.
Conventional markings such as headstones are
generally replaced with a tree or a bush or a
placement of a natural rock.

The actual opening and closing of the grave is
just one component of the opening and closing
fee. Due to safety issues which arise around the
use of machinery on cemetery property and the
protection of other gravesites, the actual opening
and closing of the grave is conducted by cemetery
grounds personnel only.

Why is having a place to visit so
important?

Burial FAQ
What is opening and closing and why
is it so expensive?

Opening and closing fees can include up to and
beyond 50 separate services provided by the
cemetery. Typically, the opening and closing fee
include administration and permanent record
keeping (determining ownership, obtaining
permission and the completion of other
documentation which may be required, entering
the interment particulars in the interment register,
maintaining all legal files); opening and closing
the grave (locating the grave and laying out the
boundaries, excavating and filling the interment
space); installation and removal of the lowering
device; placement and removal of artificial grass
dressing and coco-matting at the grave site,
leveling, tamping, re-grading and sodding the
grave site and leveling and re-sodding the grave if
the earth settles.

In a hundred years will this cemetery
still be there?

Can we dig our own grave to avoid
the charge for opening and closing?

We think of cemetery lands as being in perpetuity.
There are cemeteries throughout the world that
have been in existence for hundreds of years.

To remember and to be remembered are natural
human needs. A permanent memorial in a
cemetery provides a focal point for remembrance
and memorializing the deceased. Throughout
human history, memorialization of the dead
has been a key component of almost every
culture. Psychologists say that remembrance
practices, from the funeral or memorial service to
permanent memorialization, serve an important
emotional function for survivors by helping them
bring closure and allowing the healing process to
begin. Providing a permanent resting place for the
deceased is a dignified treatment for a loved one’s
mortal remains, which fulfills the natural human
desire for memorialization.

What happens when a cemetery runs
out of land?

When a cemetery runs out of land, it will continue
to operate and serve the community. Most
cemeteries have crematoriums, and some historic
cemeteries even offer guided tours.

How soon after or how long after a
death must an individual be buried?

There is no law that states a specific time for burial.
Considerations that will affect timeline include the
need to secure all permits and authorizations,
notification of family and friends, preparation of
cemetery site and religious considerations. Public
heath laws may have limitations on the maximum
length of time allowed to pass prior to final
disposition. Contact your local funeral provider for
more details.
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Does a body have to be embalmed
before it is buried?

No. Embalming is a choice which depends on
factors like if there is to be an open casket viewing
of the body or if there is to be an extended time
between death and internment. Public health laws
may require embalming if the body is going to be
transported by air or rail.

What options are available besides
ground burial?

Besides ground burial, some cemeteries offer
interment in lawn crypts or entombment in
mausoleums. In addition, most cemeteries provide
choices for those who have selected cremation.
These often include placement of cremated
remains in a niche of a columbarium or interment
in an urn space.

What are burial vaults and grave
liners?

These are the outside containers into which the
casket is placed. Burial vaults are designed to
protect the casket and may be made of a variety
or combination of materials including concrete,
stainless steel, galvanized steel, copper, bronze,
plastic or fiberglass. A grave liner is a lightweight
version of a vault which simply keeps the grave
surface from sinking in.

Must I purchase a burial vault?

Most large, active cemeteries have regulations
that require the use of a basic grave liner for
maintenance and safety purposes. Either a grave
liner or a burial vault will satisfy these requirements.
Some smaller rural or churchyard cemeteries do
not require use of a container to surround the
casket in the grave.
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Don’t be afraid to laugh. Remembering their
loved one fondly can mean sharing a funny story
or two. Just be mindful of the time and place; if
others are sharing, then you may do so too. There
is simply no good reason you shouldn’t talk about
the deceased in a happy, positive tone.
Don’t feel you have to view the deceased if
there is an open casket. Act according to what is
comfortable to you.
Don’t allow your children to be a disturbance.
If you feel they might be, then leave them with
a sitter. But, if the deceased meant something to
them, it’s a good idea to invite them to share in the
experience.
Don’t leave your cell phone on. Switch it off
before entering the funeral home, or better yet,
leave it in the car. All too often, we see people
checking their cell phones for messages during
the services.
Don’t neglect to step into the receiving line.
Simply say how sorry you are for their loss, offer up
your own name and how you knew the deceased.
Don’t be too hard on yourself if you make a
mistake. Everyone does, and you can be sure that
an apology may be all that’s needed to mend and
soothe.
When it’s all over, always remember to continue to
offer support and love to the bereaved. The next
few months are a time when grieving friends and
relatives could need you most. Let them know that
your support did not end with the funeral.

On Helping a Friend
Cope With Loss
Before the funeral

1. Offer to notify his/her family and friends about
funeral arrangements
2. House-sit to prevent burglaries during the
funeral and visitations
3. Help answering the phone and greeting visitors
4. Keep a record of everyone who calls, visits or
has been contacted
5. Help co-ordinate the food and drink supply
6. Offer to pick up friends and family at the airport
and arrange housing
7. Offer to provide transportation for out-of-town
visitors
8. Help him/her keep the house cleaned and the
dishes washed

After the funeral

1. Prepare or provide dinner on a day that is
mutually acceptable every week for two to
three months
2. Offer to help with yard chores such as watering
or pruning
3. Feed and exercise the pets, if any
4. Write notes offering encouragement and
support
5. Offer to drive or accompany him/her to the
cemetery regularly
6. Offer to house sit so he/she can get away or
visit family out of town
7. Make a weekly run to the grocery store,
laundry, or cleaners
8. Help with the Thank You notes and/or other
correspondence
9. Anticipate difficult periods such as anniversaries,
birthdays, holidays, and the day of death
10. Always mention the deceased by name and
encourage reminiscing
Above all, just listening and your concern and
presence will help.
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Frequently Asked
Questions

Why should we have a public viewing?

We have heard thousands of questions, and
chosen to provide you with the answers to some of
the more common questions relating to a funeral,
a funeral service and funeral homes.

Why do we need an obituary notice?

What is a funeral?

The funeral is a ceremony of proven worth and value
for those who mourn. It provides an opportunity
for the survivors and others who share in the loss
to express their love, respect and grief. It permits
facing openly and realistically the crisis that death
may present. Through the funeral, the bereaved
take that first step towards emotional adjustment
to their loss.

What type of service should I have?

Only you can answer that question. The type
of service conducted for the deceased, if not
noted in a pre-plan, is decided by the family.
The service is usually held at a place of worship
or at the funeral home. The service may vary in
ritual according to religious denomination or
the wishes of the family. The presence of friends
at this time is an acknowledgment of friendship
and support. A private service is by invitation only
where selected relatives and a few close friends
attend the funeral service. A memorial service is
usually a service without the body present and can
vary in ceremony and procedures according to the
family’s community and religious affiliations.

Can I personalize my funeral service?

There are many reasons to view the deceased. It
is part of many cultural and ethnic traditions, and
many grief specialists believe that viewing aids the
grief process, by helping the bereaved recognize
the reality of death. Viewing is even encouraged
for children, as long as it is their desire to do so,
and the process is explained well.

Absolutely, in fact, we recommend it. After all, the
funeral is a celebration of life. Funeral directors
are happy to discuss all options and ensure
your funeral is tailored to your wishes. It may be
personalized in many unique ways. Contact us to
explore the possibilities.

It is helpful to friends and the community to have
an obituary notice published announcing the
death and type of service to be held. A notice can
be placed in a local newspaper, or on the Internet.

What do funeral directors do?

Funeral directors are both caregivers and
administrators. In their administrative duties,
they make the arrangements for transportation
of the body, complete all necessary paperwork,
and implement the choices made by the family
regarding the funeral and final disposition of
the body. As caregivers, funeral directors are
listeners, advisors and supporters. They have
experience assisting the bereaved in coping with
death. Funeral directors are trained to answer
questions about grief, recognize when a person is
having difficulty coping, and recommend sources
of professional help. Funeral directors also link
survivors with support groups at the funeral home
or in the community.

What should I do if the death occurs
in the middle of the night or on the
weekend?

We are available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. All you need to do is place a call to us. If
you request immediate assistance, one of our
professionals will be there within the hour. If the
family wishes to spend a short time with the
deceased to say good bye, it’s acceptable. Then
they will come when your time is right.

What should I do if a death occurs
while away from home?

Your funeral director can assist you if a death
occurs anywhere on the globe. Contact your
hometown funeral director of choice immediately.
They will assume responsibility and coordinate
the arrangements for the return of the deceased
person to their community. They may engage the
services of a funeral director in the place of death
who will act as their agent.

What is the purpose of embalming?

Embalming sanitizes and preserves the body,
retards the decomposition process, and enhances
the appearance of a body disfigured by traumatic
death or illness. It makes it possible to lengthen
the time between death and the final disposition,
thus allowing family members time to arrange and
participate in the type of service most comforting
to them. Embalming the body enables mourners
to view the deceased if they wish. The emotional
benefits of viewing the deceased are enormous,
particularly to those having difficulty dealing with
the death.

Is embalming mandatory by law?

No. But, certain factors of time, health and possible
legal requirements might make embalming
either appropriate or necessary. Please note that
embalming may be required if the deceased is
being transported by air to another country where
local laws need be observed.

Is cremation a substitute for a funeral?

No, cremation is an alternative to earth burial or
entombment for the body’s final disposition and
often follows a traditional funeral service. We can
assist you with the necessary information for a
funeral with a cremation following or a memorial
service.

Can I have a visitation period and a
funeral service if cremation is chosen?

Yes. Cremation does not preclude having a
visitation period and a funeral service. Cremation
is simply one option for final disposition of the
body.
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Is cremation as a means of disposition
increasing?
Yes, but not dramatically.

How much does a funeral cost?

Funerals can cost as little as $2900 for a direct
disposition. (Direct disposition includes registering
the death, a basic casket or container, and
transporting the deceased to a cemetery or
crematorium) For an adult, full-service funeral,
consumers choose to spend an average of
$10,000. This includes all professional services,
including transfer-of remains, embalming, and
other preparation; use of viewing facilities and
the facilities for the ceremony; hearse, and the
purchase of a casket.

Who pays for funerals for the
indigent?

Funeral costs have increased no faster than the
consumer price index for other consumer items.

Other than the family, there may be organizational
benefits available to pay for funerals. Most funeral
directors are aware of the various benefits and know
how to obtain them for the indigent. However,
funeral directors often absorb costs above and
beyond what is provided by agencies to insure the
deceased a respectable burial.

Why are funerals so expensive?

Cemetery Common Questions

Has this cost increased significantly?

In some respects, funerals are a lot like weddings
or birthday celebrations. The type and cost will
vary according to the tastes and budget of the
consumer. Not only that, a funeral home is a
24-hour, labor-intensive business, with extensive
facilities (viewing rooms, chapels, hearses, etc.),
these expenses must be factored into the cost of
a funeral. Moreover, the cost of a funeral includes
not only merchandise, like caskets, but the services
of a funeral director in making arrangements; filing
appropriate forms; dealing with doctors, ministers,
florists, newspapers and others; and seeing to all
the necessary details. Contrary to popular belief,
funeral homes are largely family-owned.

What recourse does a consumer have
for poor service or overcharging?
While most funeral homes provide outstanding
services, sometimes things can go wrong.
Funeral service is regulated by the Federal Trade
Commission and state licensing boards. In most
cases, the consumer should discuss problems
with the funeral director first. If the dispute cannot
be solved by talking with the funeral director,
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the consumer may wish to contact the FTC by
contacting the Consumer Response Center
by phone, toll-free, at 1-877-FTC-HELP (3824357); TDD: 1-866-653-4261; by mail: Consumer
Response Center, Federal Trade Commission, 600
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20580;
or on the Internet at www.ftc.gov, using the online
complaint form. You may also choose to contact
the local Better Business Bureau, or your state
consumer protection office.

The answers below are here because these are
the most commonly-asked questions. If yours
isn’t listed, we invite you to call us. We’re here to
provide the information you need, when you need
it.

Are cemeteries running out of space?

Just like other open spaces, cemeteries are
impacted by increased population density in both
urban and rural areas. Cemetery spaces are a finite
resource, and as such, are at a premium in some
regions.

What is Perpetual Care?

“Perpetual Care” usually refers to the correct terms
Permanent Care or Endowment Care. These Care
funds are collected with each Interment Space sale
to maintain the grounds, roads, and buildings of
the cemetery.

Can the vault be personalized?

Yes, we can show you the wide range of
personalization choices, including customized
nameplates and military insignias.
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Are there vaults for cremated
remains?

Furthermore, with the growing shortage of
available land for cemetery use, mausoleums will
allow for a maximum number of entombments in
a minimum amount of space.

Can two cremations be performed at
once?

What is a columbarium?

Yes, we offer urn vaults, designed for in-ground
burial of cremated remains.

Never. Not only is it illegal to do so, most modern
cremation chambers are not of sufficient size to
accommodate more than one adult. Thus it would
be a practical impossibility to conduct multiple
cremations simultaneously.

Can the family witness the cremation?

Yes, for a nominal fee. The cremation facility is set
up to allow family members to be present when
the body is placed into the cremation chamber. In
fact, some religious groups include this as part of
their funeral custom.

Does a body have to be embalmed
before it is buried?

No, embalming is not required for burial. It is always
your choice. Your decision may depend on such
factors as whether the family selected a service
with a public viewing of the body with an open
casket; or to enhance the deceased’s appearance
for a private family viewing; or if the body is going
to be transported by air or rail, or because of the
length of time prior to the burial.

Must I purchase a burial vault?

In most areas of the country, state or local laws do
not require that you buy a container to surround
the casket in the grave. However, many cemeteries
require that you have such a container so that the
ground will not sink. Either a grave liner or a burial
vault will satisfy these requirements.

What are the advantages of a
mausoleum burial?

Mausoleum crypts are both clean and dry. They
offer a viable alternative for those who simply have
an aversion of being interred in the ground.

A columbarium, often located within a mausoleum,
chapel or in a garden setting, is constructed with
numerous small compartments (niches) designed
to hold urns containing cremated remains.

What is Grief?
“Grief is reaching out for someone who’s always
been there, only to find when you need them
the most, one last time, they’re gone.”
The death of a loved one is life’s most painful
event. People’s reactions to death remain one
of society’s least understood and most off-limits
topics for discussion. Oftentimes, grievers are left
totally alone in dealing with their pain, loneliness,
and isolation.
Grief is a natural emotion that follows death. It
hurts. Sadness, denial, guilt, physical discomfort,
and sleeplessness are some of the symptoms of
grief. It is like an open wound which must become
healed. At times, it seems as if this healing will never
happen. While some of life’s spontaneity begins to
return, it never seems to get back to the way it
was. It is still incomplete. We know, however, that
these feelings of being incomplete can disappear.
Healing is a process of allowing ourselves to feel,
experience, and accept the pain. In other words,
we give ourselves permission to heal. Allowing
ourselves to accept these feelings is the beginning
of that process.
The healing process can take much less time than
we have been led to believe. There are two missing
parts. One is a safe, loving, professionally guided
atmosphere in which to express our feelings; the
other is knowing how and what to communicate.
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The Grieving Process

When we experience a major loss, grief is the
normal and natural way our mind and body react.
Everyone grieves differently. And at the same time
there are common patterns people tend to share.
For example, someone experiencing grief usually
moves through a series of emotional stages, such
as shock, numbness, guilt, anger and denial.
And physical responses are typical also. They
can include: sleeplessness, inability to eat or
concentrate, lack of energy, and lack of interest in
activities previously enjoyed.
Time always plays an important role in the grieving
process. As the days, weeks and months go by, the
person who is experiencing loss moves through
emotional and physical reactions that normally
lead toward acceptance, healing and getting on
with life as fully as possible.
Sometimes a person can become overwhelmed
or bogged down in the grieving process. Serious
losses are never easy to deal with, but someone
who is having trouble beginning to actively reengage in life after a few months should consider
getting professional help. For example, if continual
depression or physical symptoms such as loss
of appetite, inability to sleep, or chronic lack of
energy persists, it is probably time to see a doctor.

Allow Yourself to Mourn

Someone you love has died. You are now faced
with the difficult, but important, need to mourn.
Mourning is the open expression of your thoughts
and feelings regarding the death and the person
who has died. It is an essential part of healing. You
are beginning a journey that is often frightening,
painful, overwhelming and sometimes lonely. This
brochure provides practical suggestions to help
you move toward healing in your personal grief
experience.
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Realize Your Grief is Unique

Your grief is unique. No one will grieve in exactly the
same way. Your experience will be influenced by a
variety of factors: the relationship you had with the
person who died, the circumstances surrounding
the death, your emotional support system and
your cultural and religious background. As a result
of these factors, you will grieve in your own special
way. Don’t try to compare your experience with
that of other people or to adopt assumptions
about just how long your grief should last. Consider
taking a “one-day-at-a-time” approach that allows
you to grieve at your own pace.

Talk About Your Grief

Express your grief openly. By sharing your grief
outside yourself, healing occurs. Ignoring your
grief won’t make it go away; talking about it often
makes you feel better. Allow yourself to speak from
your heart, not just your head. Doing so doesn’t
mean you are losing control, or going “crazy”. It
is a normal part of your grief journey. Find caring
friends and relatives who will listen without judging.
Seek out those persons who will “Walk with, not in
front of” or “behind” you in your journey through
grief. Avoid people who are critical or who try to
steal your grief from you. They may tell you, “keep
your chin up” or “carry on” or “be happy.” While
these comments may be well intended, you do not
have to accept them. You have a right to express
your grief; no one has the right to take it away.

Expect to Feel a Multitude of Emotions

Experiencing a loss affects your head, heart
and spirit. So you may experience a variety of
emotions as part of your grief work. Confusion,
disorganization, fear, guilt, relief or explosive
emotions are just a few of the emotions you may
feel. Sometimes these emotions will follow each
other within a short period of time. Or they may
occur simultaneously.
As strange as some of these emotions may seem,
they are normal and healthy. Allow yourself to
learn from these feelings. And don’t be surprised if
out of nowhere you suddenly experience surges of
grief, even at the most unexpected times.
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These grief attacks can be frightening and leave
you feeling overwhelmed. They are, however, a
natural response to the death of someone loved.
Find someone who understands your feelings and
will allow you to talk about them.

Allow for Numbness

Feeling dazed or numb when someone loved dies
is often part of your early grief experience. This
numbness serves a valuable purpose: it gives your
emotions time to catch up with what your mind
has told you. This feeling helps create insulation
from the reality of the death until you are more
able to tolerate what you don’t want to believe.

Be Tolerant of Your Physical and
Emotional Limits

Your feelings of loss and sadness will probably
leave you fatigued. Your ability to think clearly and
make decisions may be impaired. And your low
energy level may naturally slow you down. Respect
what your body and mind are telling you. Nurture
yourself. Get daily rest. Eat balanced meals. Lighten
your schedule as much as possible. Caring for
yourself doesn’t mean feeling sorry for yourself; it
means you are using survival skills.

Develop a Support System

Reaching out to others and accepting support is
often difficult, particularly when you hurt so much.
But the most compassionate self-action you can do
during this difficult time is to find a support system
of caring friends and relatives who will provide the
understanding you need. Find those people who
encourage you to be yourself and acknowledge
your feelings - both happy and sad.

Make Use of Ritual

The funeral ritual does more than acknowledge the
death of someone loved. It helps provide you with
the support of caring people. Most importantly,
the funeral is a way for you to express your grief
outside yourself. If you eliminate this ritual, you
often set yourself up to repress your feelings and
you cheat everyone who cares for a chance to pay
tribute to someone who was, and always will be,
loved.
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Embrace Your Spirituality

If faith is part of your life, express it in ways that
seem appropriate to you. Allow yourself to be
around people who understand and support your
religious beliefs. If you are angry with God because
of the death of someone you loved, recognize
this feeling as a normal part of your grief work.
Find someone to talk with who won’t be critical
of whatever thoughts and feelings you need to
explore.
You may hear someone say, “With faith, you don’t
need to grieve.” Don’t believe it. Having your
personal faith does not insulate you from needing
to talk out and explore your thoughts and feelings.
To deny your grief is to invite problems that build
up inside you. Express your faith, but express your
grief as well.

Allow a Search for Meaning

You may find yourself asking, “Why did he die?”
“Why this way?” “Why now?” This search for
meaning is another normal part of the healing
process. Some questions have answers. Some do
not. Actually, the healing occurs in the opportunity
to pose the questions, not necessarily in answering
them. Find a supportive friend who will listen
responsively as you search for meaning.

Treasure Your Memories

Memories are one of the best legacies that exist
after someone loved dies. Treasure them. Share
them with your family and friends. Recognize that
your memories may make you laugh or cry. In either
case, they are a lasting part of the relationship that
you had with a very special person in your life.

Move Toward Your Grief and Heal

The capacity to love requires the necessity to
grieve when someone you love dies. You can’t heal
unless you openly express your grief. Denying your
grief will only make it become more confusing and
overwhelming. Embrace your grief and heal.
Reconciling your grief will not happen quickly.
Remember, grief is a process, not an event.

Be patient and tolerant with yourself. Never forget
that the death of someone loved changes your life
forever. It’s not that you won’t be happy again. It’s
simply that you will never be exactly the same as
you were before the death.

Loss from a Child’s
Perspective

Accepting a Loss

“My mother died when I was 5 years old. I felt like
I was insignificant, as if I was getting smaller and
smaller...so unimportant that I might disappear. It’s
very hard to explain, but I believed I was wrong,
somehow. For years I felt like I was on the outside
of things, even though others would not have
thought I was.”Sally, 35, who lost her mother.

For each of us - rich or poor, young or old - there
are times in our lives when we must face and deal
with personal losses and the pain and sorrow they
cause. Examples that come easily to mind are the
death of a parent, spouse, child, or other close
family member or friend. Many other events and
transitions also bring with them sadness and a
need to grieve:
•

Being told you have a serious, possibly terminal
illness.

•

Having to give up interests and activities that
have been a major part of your life.

•

Seeing serious decline in mental or physical
health of someone you love.

•

Retiring from a work career or voluntary activity
that has helped shape who you are and what
you stand for.

•

Losing a significant part of your independence
and mobility; even giving up driving a car can
be a significant loss for many people.

•

Moving out of your home.

•

Saying goodbye to a favorite pet.

Losses such as these are simply part of living. Like
their counterparts among the joyful occasions in
our lifetime - the birth of a child or grandchild,
a celebration of marriage, an enduring friendship
- they are part of what it means to share in the
human experience. And the emotions they create
in us are part of living, as well.
“The experience of grief is powerful. So, too,
is your ability to help yourself heal. In doing
the work of grieving, you are moving toward a
renewed sense of meaning and purpose in your
life.”
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- Dr. Alan D. Wolfelt, Center for Loss and Life Transition

By Dr Bill Webster

Sally’s words teach us that a child’s feelings
resulting from the death of a parent or sibling
may not be obvious to others. Because the child
thinks the universe revolves around them, a death
can produce an anxiety that translates into a
“fear of losing myself”. Sally, at 5, felt like she was
getting “smaller and smaller” and that she might
“disappear”. This fear of being lost, and the related
anxieties about being on the outside of things is
common among children of all ages.
It should be obvious that any child old enough to
love is old enough to grieve. Children of all ages
are affected by any significant loss, and often very
deeply, because their coping mechanisms are
just developing. To understand the complexity of
how each situation affects a child, we should ask
ourselves:
“What does THIS loss mean to THIS child, at THIS
time in his/her life?”
However it is important to recognize that a child’s
comprehension and their response to a death
varies, depending on their age and developmental
levels. Death means different things to children of
different ages.
For Infants, awareness of their world is limited, so
the death of a mother is perceived as “unavailability”
or “absence”. An infant’s needs are for physical
contact, warmth and consistency, which creates
security. The absence of a nurturer poses a threat
to survival, resulting in fears.
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Between about 2 – 4 years, a child still has no
concept of the permanence of death, but their
fears are more numerous. Cartoons suggest that
characters can be blown up, run over, hurt, but
then simply get up and go about their business.
Likewise the young child may believe that “Mum
will come back” and may continue to act as if the
dead person is still alive. Death is just a “sleep” from
which they didn’t wake up. Between ages 5-9, a
child’s understanding of death undergoes another
change. This is often the age of “magical thinking”.
They see death as coming from an external
source … a bogeyman, or angel who comes to
take people away. They regard it as some kind
of enemy or assailant. Thus children may regard
death as something to outwit, rationalizing “if I am
good or do the right things I will be able to reverse
this.” If we do not make children a part of what is
happening, or keep it “a secret”, they assume that
somehow they are responsible, which mistaken
perception merely adds complications to their
mourning.
Again remembering that we are talking
developmental levels as well as actual ages,
between 9 - 12 the child begins to understand that
death is the end of life, irreversible, and is a natural
part of life rather than an enemy who steals people
away. They become more concerned with the
consequences of death...“who will take care of me?
will we have to move? will Dad marry again? (and
if so what will happen to us?)” Because they are
no longer thinking of themselves as “little children”,
they may present a façade of independence and
coping. They want to comfort a surviving parent or
family member, and may try to assume the roles of
the person who has died. They want to be helpful,
which can be OK, but caution is required. All too
often younger children have a terrible burden
placed on them by some well intentioned person
who says, “You need to act grown up.
You’re the father/mother of the family now.” The
child will assume the role to attempt to master
their pain and deny their helplessness, but it is
unrealistic to expect a child to be anything other
than a child. Older children often need help to
express their grief, especially over the loss of a
parent.
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Research clearly shows that teenagers have
more intense grief, but struggle desperately not
to show it. Adolescents are suspended between
the dependency of childhood and the adult
responsibility they hope to earn. The young
person may fear that expressing deep sadness or
grief displays a return to childhood vulnerability,
which they resist stoically. But also, it is part of the
teenage role to be in conflict with parents, and so
when a parent dies during this transition between
reliance and self-determination, there can be a
struggle. Besides, it is not regarded as “cool” to be
talking about missing your parents. Teenagers are
exceedingly concerned about the acceptability of
their responses to others, particularly their peers.
Thus the teen may find it difficult to express the
feelings the death of a parent can raise.
Any death confronts teenagers with their own
mortality. They could die. Angry at the death, they
may adopt a “Why should I care” attitude. Perhaps
as a defense, or maybe in defiance, young people
sometimes engage in reckless or dangerous
behaviors to show they don’t care or to try to
prove they are immortal.
As we have mentioned, a child who has been
personally affected by death will have multiple
fears, among which might be:
•

Fear of losing the other parent (then what will
happen to me)

•

Fear that he or she too will die

•

Fear of going to sleep (lest I never wake up,
like Mum)

•

Fear of being separated from a parent or
sibling

•

Fear of being unprotected

•

Fear of sharing feelings or emotions with others

One teenager says: “I was afraid to talk about how
I felt to my mother because I knew she would start
crying. Then my older brother would get mad at
me for upsetting mom. So I kept my feelings to
myself, and pretty soon I was afraid to say anything
to anyone.”
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Guilt often comes from four common beliefs
expressed by surviving children:
•

The death is a punishment for my bad behavior.

•

I wished the other person dead. (The child is
thinking that their wish that the person would
“drop dead” or similar sentiment has caused it
to happen.)

•

I didn’t love them enough. (…so that is why
they left.)

•

I should have died. (Often with the death of a
sibling, the child may hear the parents talk of
the deceased in glowing terms, and feel like
they preferred the sibling to the surviving one;
or maybe would wish that they had died and
the deceased had survived.

Special care is necessary when talking to children
about death:
•

Children tend to mourn little by little, bit by bit,
and should be allowed to process their grief in
child-sized segments. Do not expect the child
to respond in an “adult way”.

•

Use language that is appropriate to the age
of the child. Try to use concrete rather than
abstract language. Initiate the conversation.
Children may not ask questions because they
are unsure if they will upset us adults. Ask,
“You’ve probably been wondering about...” and
then try to pose the question the child may
be asking. Answer the child’s questions openly
and honestly, and even if there is no answer, to
be up front about that.

•

Observe how the child may be feeling. Dispel
any fears, including the anxiety that someone
else in their family, or they themselves will die
also.

•

Reassure the child about HIS/HER place in the
family; that the family still exists and their place
in it is just like always.

•

Ceremonies such as lighting a candle; placing
a letter or special memento in a casket; or
releasing a helium balloon with a message
attached for the person who died, can be
effective rituals of farewell for children.

A few practical guidelines:
•

When describing the death of a loved one, use
simple direct language.

•

Be honest. Never teach a child something they
will later have to unlearn.

•

Allow children to express all their emotions

•

Listen to children, don’t just talk to them

•

Don’t expect the child to react immediately. Be
patient and available

•

Understand your own adult feelings about
death and grief, for until we have come to
terms with it for ourselves, it will be difficult to
convey a positive attitude to children.

Children do not stop grieving until they have
gone through ALL their developmental levels.
At each stage, there is new learning about the
old experience. The child may grieve until they
become young adults, because it is not until we
are sure that we can survive the experience that
we are able to integrate the fact of our loss into
our changing lives.

Helping Children
Cope with Grief
By Dr Bill Webster

It is important to note that children have many
questions about death, and these are usually
different than the ones that occur to adults.
Children’s questions deserve simple, straight
forward answers. The first task of a grieving
child is to make sense of the factual information
about how the loss occurred. A caregiver’s direct,
concrete explanation of the facts surrounding
the death will help the children begin to come to
terms with what has happened. They may ask to
hear the facts a number of times. They may also
want to share the story with many others … friends,
teachers, strangers … to try to comprehend the
unimaginable that has happened.
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Children’s perception of loss and their grief has to
be understood according to their developmental
levels. Death, or indeed any loss, means different
things to children of different ages. Inquire and try
to figure out what this loss mean to this child at this
particular time in life. What they feel they have lost
will be a determinate of what they are missing, and
what needs to be.
Dispel any fears the child may have. Children
are often afraid that someone else in the family,
or they themselves will die also. They need to
have reassurance that these fears are unfounded.
Every child is afraid of being abandoned, so if one
parent has died, the remaining parent can assure
the child that he/she expects to live a long time,
and will take care of all the child’s needs.
Children need to teach adults about their grief.
Every child and every response is unique. Rather
than assuming that we know what the child
is feeling, we must allow the children to be our
teachers. As children share their grief with others
they trust, they tell us what they are feeling and
experiencing.
As adults communicate respect, acceptance,
warmth and understanding, the child will sense
that they are being taken seriously and be more
open to the stabilizing presence of that individual
as they reach out with meaningful support.
Children express themselves in a variety of ways
after a loss. Some of the most widely recognized
include: an apparent lack of feelings; acting
out behavior, due to feelings of insecurity and
abandonment and often expressed by behaviors
which provoke punishment, for children would
rather be punished than feel ignored; regressive
behavior; fear; guilt and self-blame; “Big Man” or
“Big Woman” syndrome, (often encouraged by
those who with good yet unwise intentions tell a 10
year old that he has to be the “man of the family”);
disorganization and panic; loss and loneliness;
explosive emotions.
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Simple ceremonies such as lighting a candle next
to a photograph; placing a letter, picture or special
memento in a casket; or releasing a helium balloon
with a message attached for the person who
died, can be effective rituals of farewell. Children
can be wonderfully creative with these kinds of
meaningful, symbolic ideas.
Speak in simple language: Ask the child what he/she
thinks, knows and feels, and respond specifically to
these concerns. Do not give excessive detail, and
make sure you check how the child is putting the
information all together.
Be honest. Avoid half truths. Never tell a child
something he/she will later have to unlearn. Don’t
avoid the word death, because sometimes the
alternatives (asleep, gone away, in a better place,
etc.) create worse difficulty in a child’s mind.
Be open about the situation: When my wife died,
my boys were 9 and 7 years of age. As much as
I might have wanted to, there was no avoiding
the questions that arose. “Why did Mommy die?”
“Where is she now?” “What will we do if you
die too?” I tried to answer the questions they
asked simply and honestly, without giving too
complicated responses. They discerned that I was
making them a part of it all, and was being open
about everything and accepted that.
Initiate the conversation: Children may not ask
questions because they are not sure if they will
upset we adults. They may not know what to ask, or
be able to put their uncertainties into words. They
know that something unusual is happening, and
are scared by it. Instead of asking questions, they
may turn to whining or other negative behaviors,
which add to your emotional stress. In response,
rather than helping them cope, adults may get
upset or angry and this adds to the reluctance
to talk. Try to be sensitive to opportunities to ask
children how they feel. We might ask, “You’ve
probably been wondering about...”, and pose the
question that the children may be asking.
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Sometimes our concern for the children can mask
a deep need to resolve our own adult grief issues.
Sometimes it is easier and more socially acceptable
to say, “I am concerned about the children,” than
it is to say, “I’m having a hard time dealing with
this myself.” So be careful not to transfer your own
fears and anxieties on to the children.
Often a child may benefit from a support program.
Talk to your doctor, spiritual leader or other
community resource people to see what programs
are available for your children. Above all, let the
child know that these feelings of grief are natural
and a necessary part of the grieving process and
that their grief will pass. Assure them they are not
alone, and that others, including you yourself, feel
sad as well. Assure the child, however, that these
feelings will pass with time, and that life will return
to normal.

Grief Support Resources

Holding a funeral or memorial service for your
loved one is a positive first step in the grieving
process. Family members and friends get a chance
to say their goodbyes and, at the same time, they
get to share strong feelings with one another.
In the days, weeks, and months following the
service, people continue to need others to lean on
for understanding, encouragement, and guidance.
For that reason, many local and national support
groups have formed.
These groups provide a common place and a
comforting environment for expressing emotions
through each phase of the grieving process. To
learn more discuss grief counseling and support
options with your funeral director.
The emotional upheaval these trying times can
cause is sometimes so overwhelming that even
the support of friends and family may not help
relieve the amount of sadness and grief you feel.
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Administering The
Estate

Important Documents

While there is no requirement to use a lawyer,
probate is a rather formal procedure. One minor
omission, one failure to send Great Aunt Tillie a
copy of the application, or a missed deadline, can
cause everything to come to a grinding halt or
expose everyone to liability.
The death of a family member or friend sometimes
tends to bring out the very worst in some people.
Experience shows that even in close families
there is a tendency to get overly emotional about
relatively trivial matters at the time of a loved one’s
death, such as who gets the iron frying pan and
who gets the kettle. Such minor matters, or any
delays or inconveniences can be upsetting, pose
issues of fairness, and create unfounded suspicion
among family members. Thus it generally is a very
good idea to “let a lawyer do it”.

Estate Settlement Issues

Wills, probate, administration with no will, social
security or pension plan benefits, veterans benefits,
insurance benefits, joint property, beneficiary
designations, claims of dependants and creditors,
probate fees, income and estate taxes and other
issues may appear overwhelming after the death
of a loved one. Sorting and settling all the details
may be confusing because many of the terms
are unfamiliar. This guide is not intended to be a
substitute for specific individual tax, legal, or estate
settlement advice, as certain of the described
considerations will not be the same for every estate.
Accordingly, where specific advice is necessary
or appropriate, consultation with a competent
professional is strongly recommended. Most of
all keep in mind that while it is important to take
care of all of these activities, it’s more important to
move slowly at a pace that is comfortable for you
during your grieving process.

Locate as many of the following documents as
possible: wills, deeds, bank books, stock certificates,
military discharge papers, social security card, tax
forms, vehicle and boat titles, insurance policies,
etc.

Death Certificates

Before the business and legal issues of the estate
can be pursued, it will be necessary to obtain
certified copies of the death certificate. You can
order them from the funeral director or directly
from the Registrar of Vital Statistics in your area. It
is always better to order a few more than what you
think you will need. Most agencies will only accept
certified death certificates and not photocopies.

Administration Of A Will

Wills are simple, inexpensive ways to address many
estates. But they don’t do it all. Here are some
things that may not be accomplished in a will:
• Named beneficiaries for certain kinds of
property, although sometimes wills contain
beneficiary designations that overrules
previous ones.
A will cannot be used to leave:
• Property you held in joint tenancy with
someone else. At death, the deceased’s share
will automatically belong to the surviving
joint tenant(s). A will provision leaving the
deceased’s share to someone other than the
surviving joint tenant, would have no effect
unless all joint tenants died simultaneously.
•

Property that was transferred to a living trust.

•

Proceeds of a life insurance policy for which
there is a named beneficiary.

•

Money in a pension plan, individual retirement
account (IRA), 401(k) (RRSP or RRIF) plan or
other retirement plan.
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Probate
Probate is the process that transfers legal title of
property from the estate of the person who has
died (the decedent) to their proper beneficiaries.
The term probate refers to a proving of the
existence of a valid will, or determining and proving
who one’s legal heirs are if there is no will. Since
the deceased can’t take it with them, probate is
the process used to determine who gets their
property. Property left through a will usually must
spend several months or a year tied up in probate
court before it can be distributed to the people
who inherit it.
Probate is not cheap or quick. Because probate
requires court approval, the process can tie up
property for a year or more. In addition, probate
may be expensive. Estate lawyers, who may
charge a flat fee, percentage or an hourly rate,
usually handle probate. Their fees and court
costs may cost up to 5% of the estate’s value, or
more if problems or litigation arise. A will is a very
personal document, and may reveal private family
and financial issues and concerns. But once it is
entered into the court record, it becomes public,
and can be inspected by anyone.

Question #1 What Is Probate?

Probate is a legal process where your named
executor goes before a court to have the will
proven as valid and to be given the right to
administer estate property and proves the will.
Typically, probate involves paperwork and if the
will is challenged, a court appearance by lawyers.
The lawyers and court fees are paid from estate
property, which would otherwise go to the people
who inherit the deceased person’s property.
Probate usually works like this. After your death,
the person you named in your will as executor - or,
if you die without a will, the person appointed by
a judge - files papers in the local probate court.
The executor proves the validity of your will and
presents the court with the value of your property.
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Question #2 Why Is Probate
Necessary?

The primary function of probate is transferring
title of the decedent’s property to their heirs and/
or beneficiaries. If there is no property to transfer,
there is usually no need for probate.
The probate process also provides a mechanism
for setting a deadline for dependents and creates
a timeframe for the distribution of the remainder
of the estate’s property to ones’ rightful heirs.

If no objections are received, and everything
seems in order, the court approves the petition,
and appoints the executor.

Question #3 What Is Involved In
Administering An Estate?

Question #6 Who Is Responsible For
Handling Probate?

Your executor has many duties including:
• Identifying and cataloging all property owned
by the deceased.
•

Appraising the property, and paying all debts
and taxes.

•

Proving that the will is valid and legal, and

•

Distributing the property to the heirs as the will
instructs.

Question #4 How Long Does Estate
Administration Take?

The duration varies with the size and complexity of
the estate, the difficulty in locating the beneficiaries
who would take under the will, if there is one or
under provincial law where there is no will. Delays
may occur because of tax filing obligations.
If there is a will contest, or anyone objects to
any actions of the executor or estate trustee, the
process can take a long time. Some matters have
taken decades to resolve, but a year may be closer
to the norm.

Question #5 What Is The Probate
Process Of An Uncontested Will?

Typically the person named as the deceased’s
executor goes to a lawyer experienced in probate
matters who then prepares an application for
the court and takes it, along with the will and an
affidavit by a witness to the will, and files it with the
probate court.
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The lawyer for the person seeking to have the will
admitted to probate typically must notify all those
who would have legally been entitled to receive
property from the deceased if the deceased died
without a will, plus all those named in the will, and
give them an opportunity to file a formal objection
to admitting the will to probate.

In most circumstances, the executor named in the
will takes this job. If there isn’t a will, or the will fails
to name an executor, the probate court names
someone (sometimes called an administrator)
to handle the process - most often the closest
capable relative, or the person who inherits the
bulk of the deceased person’s assets.
No formal probate may be required if the property
of the decedent does not require probate to
transfer legal title. In such a case, the executor or
estate trustee named in the will may administer
the estate without obtaining probate. Or where
there is no will, a close relative or friend may agree
to serve as an informal estate representative.
Normally, families and friends choose this person,
and it is not uncommon for several people to
share the responsibilities of paying debts, filing a
final income tax return and distributing property to
the people who are supposed to get it.

Question #7 Should I Plan To Avoid
Probate?

Probate rarely benefits your beneficiaries, and it
always costs them money and time. Probate may
make sense if your estate will have complicated
problems, such as many debts that can’t easily be
paid from the property you leave.
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Whether to spend your time and effort planning
to avoid probate depends on a number of factors,
most notably your age, your health and your wealth.
If you’re young and in good health, a simple will
may be all you need - adopting a complex probate
avoidance plan now may mean you’ll have to redo it as your life situation changes. And if you have
very little property, you might not want to spend
your time planning to avoid probate. But if you’re
older (say, over 50), in ill health or own a significant
amount of property, you’ll probably want to do
some planning to avoid probate. Probate saving
strategies can be complex and may require a
lawyer to ensure your property is distributed the
way you want, and to avoid income tax issues.

To my loved ones:

Settling An Estate

The deceased remains a legal entity through their
estate - the assets, debts and obligations of the
individual need to be settled, an attorney can help
you complete required paperwork to wrap up the
deceased’s affairs.

I wanted to spare you as much anxiety, doubt and confusion as possible at the time of my death, so in this booklet I have
suggested some arrangements in advance.
This booklet includes vital statistics, funeral service guidelines and cemetery requests, which are all important to the
funeral director while assisting you to plan the details of my service.
The booklet also includes more personal material for eulogies, obituaries and other remembrances.
Please accept these arrangements in the spirit they are given; with love, hoping to give you comfort and help you to
remember the times we shared.
Signature: 								Date:
Witness: 								Date:

First person to be notified upon my death:
Name:
Address:
Telephone:
Relationship:
Notes:
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My preferences for the Service:

Vital Statistics about me:
Name:

Clergy or Officiant:								

Address:

Name:

City:
State:								

Contact Information:

Zip Code:

Notes:

Social Security Number:
Date of Birth:								Gender:
Place of Birth:
Occupation:

Personal Items:

Employer:
Business/Industry:
Military Service:
Marital Status:

Eyeglasses:		

Remove			

Leave On

Jewelry:		

Remove			

Leave On

Clothing:		

Purchase at the time

Selected

Pallbearers (Six are required):

Maiden Name:
Name of Spouse:
Father's Name:
His place of birth:

1.							

4.

2.							

5.

3.							

6.

Mother's Name:

Musical Tributes:

Her place of birth:

Soloist:
Organist/Pianist:

My preference for the location of the Visitation,
Service or Celebration of Life:
Martin Funeral Home:									
Place of Worship
Address of Place of Worship:
Other
Address of other location:

Congregational Hymns:
(Location)
Favorite Genre or Artist:
Community Organizations or Clubs that may participate:

or

Funeral Home to Recommend

Cemetery instructions:

Information for newspapers - a guideline:

The following are my wishes regarding my final resting place.
Name of cemetery:

Place of Death:

Address:

Date of Death:

City:

Spouse, widow or widower of:

State:

Married for number of years:

Property, crypt or niche owned?
If yes, specify location written on cemetery purchase agreement:

Children, their spouses and their places of residence:

Final resting place:		

Earth burial		

Mausoleum

Interment following Cremation

Grandchildren, their spouses and their places of residence:

Other
Marker or Monument:
Purchased:			

Yes		

No

Monument company name:

Siblings, their spouses and their places of residence:

If no, inscription instructions:
Reception location:		

Reception Suites

				Place of Worship
				Other
Reception to follow Cemetery
Reception to follow Service
Notes:

Education:
Clubs and Lodges:
Military Service:
Special interests, hobbies and pets, etc.:
Memorial donations:

eet

A personal life review for the funeral and eulogy:
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8253 S. Saginaw Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Tel: 810-603-7249
Email: mail@martinfuneralhome.com
www.martinfuneralhome.com

Braymont Street
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Hughes Street

Alexander Street

M

Spruce Street

Grand Blanc

Braymont Street

Union Street

Pound Street

East Mount Morris Street

SINCE 1929

Butternut Court

Temperance Street

Albert Street

Albert Street

Buena Vista Avenue

If I could live my life over again, I would change:

McLuney Street

artin
artins
’s

1194 E. Mt. Morris Rd.
Mount Morris, MI 48458
Tel: 888-686-2210
Email: mail@martinfuneralhome.com
www.martinfuneralhome.com

One of the greatest inspirations in my life:

SINCE 1929

M

Mt. Morris

West Mou nt Mor ris Street

Walker Street

artin
artins
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Center Street
Gordon Street

Howard Street

North Saginaw Street

One of my fondest memories:

Center Street

Circle Drive

North Street
Dover Street

M

Coy St reet

Monroe Avenue

Some significant accomplishments in my life:

Favorite places:

Fairgrove R oad

Main Street

Favorite poem, verse or scripture:

West Center Street

Poplar Street
East Street

5027 McLuney St.
Fairgrove, MI 48733
Tel: 877-693-6611
Email: mail@martinfuneralhome.com
www.martinfuneralhome.com

Liberty Street

Fairgrove

I would like the following religious beliefs expressed:
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Khios Island
Restaurant

Cottrell Drive

Church Street

I want my family to remember me for:

Beach Street

Bray Alley

Favorite color, flower, food, etc.:

Scenic Inn

A message to my family and friends:
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t
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Nancy Street

1148 W. Saginaw Rd.
P.O. Box 1654 - Vassar, MI 48768
Tel: 877-823-8621
Email: mail@martinfuneralhome.com
www.martinfuneralhome.com
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Page 59
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Special notes:
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Important Notes

Integrating Biblical Principles with Legal Principles
Our Estate and Retirement Planning Attorneys can help you with:
• Estate Planning • Medicaid Planning • Elder Law Planning
Medicaid Director, Beth Ackley, MBA in Health Care Administration
25 years experience in health care finance, 8 years long term care

What makes our firm Qualified to help you?
• Estate and Medicaid planning for over 30 years
• Over 8,000 Living Trusts prepared
• Extensive experience in Estate Planning, Medicaid Planning and Elder Law Care
• Members of: National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
• Accredited VA Attorney

Where your
peace of
mind
is our
priority.

Medicaid Questions:
– How can I preserve my assets if my spouse or I go into a
nursing home?
– Can I afford a nursing home or assisted living facility?
– How can I qualify for Medicaid?
– If I go into a nursing home, how will my spouse live?
– What is long term care insurance and do I need it?
– What are the penalties for giving away assets?

The primary focus of our firm centers on Estate Planning, Medicaid Planning and
Elder Law Care. Be assured that you will be treated with the
courtesy and respect you deserve.

Michael E. Thomas and Associates
Attorneys at Law
5206 Gateway Centre, Suite 200
Flint, Michigan 48507

Phone:
810-235-9000
Fax:
810-235-9010
Medicaid Desk:
810-235-6238
Website: www.thomaselderlaw.com
Facebook.com/ThomasElderLaw
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Important Notes

Having personally experienced the loss of both my parents I understand how
difficult and overwhelming the process of selling the family home can be.
Let me help alleviate some of the stress by helping you with the marketing and
sale of your loved ones home so you can concentrate on taking care of yourself
and your family members.

After the death of our father, not only were we grieving but
we now had many decisions to make and loose ends to tie up,
including clearing out and selling the family home.
We knew Amy had helped others in similar situations and had
recently experienced what we were going through with the
death of her mother. We were confident she would be able to
understand our anxiety and concerns as well as help us during
this emotionally difficult time.
We were very happy with our experience and would
recommend Amy to anyone needing to sell the
home of their deceased loved one.

S K Y W AY S

M E D I A

CANADA: 3rd Floor, 7111 Syntex Drive, Mississauga, ON
L5N 8C3. Tel 1-289-290-4409
USA: 40 Wall Street, 28th Floor, Manhattan, New York,
10005 Tel 1-646-8105-748
PUBLISHER: Skyways Media
EMAIL: info@skyways-media.com
www.skyways-media.com

DISCLAIMER: While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of advertisements
and editorial in this publication, the views expressed are not necessarily those of the
publisher or editor. While every care is taken with material submitted for publication,
no liability for loss or damage can be accepted by the publisher or its agents. All text
and images within this publication are copyright of Skyways Media and may not be
reproduced without written permission of the publisher.
Whilst we are appreciative of the support of our featured sponsors neither the
publisher nor the funeral home warrants or endorses the products and services
featured within this guide.

To advertise in the next edition of this
publication please call 1-514-667-3673.
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248-882-5515

amyalbrightrealtor@gmail.com

www.LivingInGrandBlanc.com &
www.ClarkstonHomesForSale.com
Amy Serra Albright - REMAX Encore - 8040 Ortonville Rd. - Clarkston, MI 48348

WHEN OUR
CLIENTS SPEAK,
WE LISTEN.
It’s a simple but effective way of helping people reach their financial goals –
and it’s a way of doing business that Raymond James has pioneered for more
than 50 years. Make your voice count. Partner with us and get guidance that’s
in tune with your life. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

8245 Holly Road, Suite 201 // Grand Blanc, MI 48439
P 810.603.3554 // TF 800.521.9767 // F 866.522.9603
horizongroupadvisors.com
horizongroup@raymondjames.com
©2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC.
Raymond James® is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR35P-0070 VC 7/16

